
WORSHIPPING GOD 

February 21, 2021 

 

First Sunday in Lent 

 

Chiming of the Hour…………………………………...……….………….……..…….Kim Miller 

Three chimes are sounded, awakening us to the presence of God, 

alerting us to the voice of Christ, centering us in the embrace of the Spirit. 

 

Preparing for Worship…………………………………………………………………Kim Miller 

God, who has created all things, draw us into a closer relationship with you.  

When life’s waters threaten to overwhelm us,  

help us to trust that you are with us at all times.  

Re-orient us away from our poor choices and help us  

to choose life with you. 

 

Prelude…………………………..Forty Days and Forty Nights………………….…Martin Herbst 
 

Joan John, organ 

 

Welcome…………………..…..……………………………..…..………..……...…….Kim Miller 

 

Call to Worship………………….…………………………………Samantha and Monty Quailes 

God meets us in the night— 

Before the sun rises, before the wound heals, before there are answers, before there is 

closure. 

God meets us in the light— 

Where joy is vibrant, where laughter is contagious, where flowers bloom from cracks 

in the sidewalk, and where people gather around the table. 

God meets us at the threshold— 

At the edge of the water, at the beginning of the wilderness, at the start of something 

new, on the edge of faith. 

And if God meets us in all those places, then surely God meets us in between— 

Staying with us through the wilderness. 

We are not alone. God is all around. 

Let us worship the God of the here and now. 

 

Prayer………………………………………………………………………………….Kim Miller 

Holy God, if I am honest, faith often feels like water in my hands. No matter how hard I 

try to hold onto it, some of it always slips through. Like droplets of truth running down my 

wrists, back toward my heart. This human inability to hold onto you leaves me thirsty for 

more. 

So, I pray that once again, you would meet us here. Meet us in our hope and our 

heartache. Meet us in our fear and our joy, meet us in our cupped hands and clenched fists. 

And even if the water keeps running, and we do not have a sky-parting moment of clarity, 

or a tangible sense that you are near. Even if we do not hear the words, “This is my 



beloved,” Ringing in our ears, we will trust that you are near, always and forever meeting 

us here, Running toward our hearts. Gratefully we pray, Amen. 

 

Hymn………………………………………………………..…………………... Christ Beside Me 
 

Robin Duncan Family 

 

Christ beside me, Christ before me, 

Christ behind me – King of my heart; 

Christ within me, Christ below me, 

Christ above me – never to part. 

 

Christ on my right hand, Christ on my left hand, 

Christ all around me – shield of the strife; 

Christ in my sleeping, Christ in my sitting, 

Christ in my rising – light of my life. 

 

Christ be in all hearts thinking about me,  

Christ be on all tongues, telling of me; 

Christ be the vision in eyes that see me, 

In ears that heart me Christ ever be. 

 

Visual Reflection (Psalm 25) 

 

Call to Confession…………………………………………………………………….Dan Koger 

Again and again, God meets us where we are. God’s love knows no bounds, which is hard 

for us to understand and easy for us to forget. Therefore, in confession we remember 

together that we are not alone. And in a unified voice, we once again ask for God’s grace 

in that holy reminder. Family of faith, please pray with me. 

 

Prayer of Confession 

God who meets us where we are—there is nowhere we can go that you are not. 

You were with Jesus at his baptism. You were with him in the wilderness, and even in 

between, you were there. Saying aloud, “This is my beloved.” 

We know that you are with us too—in the good, the bad, and everything in between—but 

so often we act like we are alone. 

Instead of coming to you with our hurt, we hold it in or cast it onto others. Instead of 

coming to you with our joy, we credit ourselves and offer you nothing. 

How can we long for a deeper relationship with you, while living like you are nowhere to 

be found? 

Forgive our self-centered ways. Remind us that in every breath, in every step, you are 

there. 

You are the God who meets us where we are. 

Before and behind, above and below, within and around. Amen. 

(one candle is extinguished) 

 

Words of Forgiveness………………………………………………………………….Dan Koger 



Family of faith, if you hear nothing else today, hear this: God is here. God sees you. God 

knows you. God meets you at the edge of every new beginning, And God calls you 

beloved. We are called beloved. Thanks be to God for a love like that. 

 

Gospel Lesson from Mark 1………………………………………………Deana Otwell-Clinton  

About that time, Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and John baptized him in the 

Jordan River. While he was coming up out of the water, Jesus saw heaven splitting open 

and the Spirit, like a dove, coming down on him. And there was a voice from heaven: 

“You are my Son, whom I dearly love; in you I find happiness.” 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness 

for forty days, tempted by Satan. He was among the wild animals, and the angels took care 

of him. 

After John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee announcing God’s good news, saying, 

“Now is the time! Here comes God’s kingdom! Change your hearts and lives, and trust this 

good news!” 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Meditation ………………..… “Again & Again, God Meets Us”.……………...…….Dan Koger 

 

Affirming Our Faith…………………………………………………………………..Kim Miller 

We believe in a God who is everywhere and right here, Bigger than the sky and in 

the smallest details, all at once and in every moment. 

We believe that God meets us where we are— in heartbreak and high hopes, 

around crowded tables and in quiet homes, in joy and in suffering, in loneliness and 

in connection, in sanctuaries and in living rooms, in marches and in waiting rooms. 

We believe that nothing we do or leave undone can distance us from God’s love. 

God is forever drawing us close and pulling us in. Again and again, God meets us 

where we are And invites us into wholeness. Thanks be to God for a love like that. 

 

Hymn…………..…..…….………….…………………………………………Surely the Presence 
 

Robin Duncan Family 

 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

I can feel his mighty power and his grace; 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, 

 I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

 

In the midst of his children the Lord said he would be.  

It doesn’t take very many, it can be just two or three. 

And I fee the same sweet spirit that I’ve felt oft times before 

Surely I can say, I’ve been with the Lord.  

 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

I can feel his mighty power and his grace; 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, 



 I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

 

A Charge & Benediction…………………………………………….………………….Dan Koger 

As you leave this space, 

May your mouth speak of God’s goodness. 

May your arms hold those in need. 

May your feet walk toward justice. 

May your heart trust its worth. 

May your soul dance in God’s grace. 

And may this be your rhythm— Again and again and again. 

Until God’s promised day. 

In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love itself, 

Go with courage, go with heart, go in peace. Amen. 

 

Postlude…………………..……….. Jesus, I will Ponder Now…………....Johann Sebastian Bach 

Joan John, organ 

 

Opportunity for Giving 


