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April 11, 2021 

 

“Living the Resurrection” - Season of Easter 

 

Chiming of the Hour…………………………………...……….………….……..…….Dan Koger 

Three chimes are sounded, awakening us to the presence of God, 

alerting us to the voice of Christ, centering us in the embrace of the Spirit. 

 

Lighting the Candles……………………………………………………………………Dan Koger 

As we enter the sanctuary, the Christ Candle is burning. 

We now light the two candles on the Communion Table, 

reminding us that Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world;” and 

reminding us that Jesus said to his disciples, “You are the light of the world.” 

 

Preparing for Worship…………………………………………………………………Dan Koger 

Doubt is normal for human beings. All Christians, sometimes during our lives, have doubts, 

questions and skepticisms. That is the way that God wired us: to ask questions, to inquire, to 

think, to sort things out.                                                                                                                                                                    

 

Prelude…………………………………..  “He Is Lord” ……………………………...Tom Fettke 
 

Joan John,  organ 

 

Welcome…………………..…..……………………………..…..………..……...…….Kim Miller 

 

Call to Worship………………………………………………………………………….Larry Frey 

It’s the Sunday after Easter; the lilies are gone. 

And we are alone with our faith 

Thomas said: “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, put my finger in the wounds left by 

the nails, and put my hand into his side, I won’t believe.” (John 20:25b, CEB) 

Easter is past, and we are alone with our faith. On this Sunday after Easter, help us 

grow into the faith that we confessed and celebrated last week. Reveal evidence of 

your resurrection for the days when we feel that we are alone with our faith. 

 

Prayer (inspired by John 20:19-31)……………………………………………….…….Larry Frey 

Resurrected God, though we have hidden ourselves in a locked room and huddled 

together as ones who build barriers, send your Living Word through our locked doors and 

into our guarded hearts that we might be witnesses of your grace and couriers of your 

goodness.  

By the power of your Holy Spirit, grant us the trust to believe the Gospel not because 

we see it but because we have been seen by it and transformed through it. Amen. 

 

*Hymn……………………………………………………………………….…Lift High the Cross 

Refrain: 

Lift High the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

Till all the world adore his sacred name. 



Verse1: 

Come Christians, follow where our Savior trod, 

Our King victorious, Christ the Son of God. 

 

Verse2: 

All newborn servants of the Crucified 

Bear on their brow the seal of Christ who died. 

 

Verse3: 

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

Your death has brought us life eternally. 

 

Verse4: 

So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory. 

 

New Testament Reading from 1 John 1-2………………………………………….…..Kara Miller 

We announce to you what existed from the beginning, what we have heard, what we 

have seen with our eyes, what we have seen and our hands handled, about the word of life. 

The life was revealed, and we have seen, and we testify and announce to you the eternal 

life that was with the Father and was revealed to us. What we have seen and heard, we also 

announce it to you so that you can have fellowship with us. Our fellowship is with the 

Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy can be 

complete. 

This is the message that we have heard from him and announce to you: “God is light 

and there is no darkness in him at all.” If we claim, “We have fellowship with him,” and 

live in the darkness, we are lying and do not act truthfully. But if we live in the light in the 

same way as he is in the light, we have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, 

his Son, cleanses us from every sin. If we claim, “We don’t have any sin,” we deceive 

ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 

forgive us our sins and cleanse us from everything we’ve done wrong. If we claim, “We 

have never sinned,” we make him a liar and his word is not in us. 

My little children, I’m writing these things to you so that you don’t sin. But if you do 

sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous one. He is God’s way 

of dealing with our sins, not only ours but the sins of the whole world. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

*Hymn…………………………………………………………………………………...Pass It On 

It only takes a spark to get a fire going, 

A soon all those around can warm up in its glowing; 

That’s how it is with God’s love, once you’ve experienced it: 

You spread God’s love to everyone, you want to pass it on. 
 

I wish for you, my friend, this happiness that I’ve found –  

On God you can depend, it matters not where you’re bound; 

I’ll shout it from the mountain top, I want my world to know: 

The Lord of love has come to me, I want to pass it on. 



Gospel Lesson from John 20………………………………………………………….Peter Colson 

It was still the first day of the week. That evening, while the disciples were behind 

closed doors because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities, Jesus came and stood 

among them. He said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands 

and his side. When the disciples saw the Lord, they were filled with joy. Jesus said to them 

again, “Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I am sending you.” Then he breathed 

on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven; 

if you don’t forgive them, they aren’t forgiven.” 

Thomas, the one called Didymus, one of the Twelve, wasn’t with the disciples when 

Jesus came. The other disciples told him, “We’ve seen the Lord!” But he replied, “Unless I 

see the nail marks in his hands, put my finger in the wounds left by the nails, and put my 

hand into his side, I won’t believe.” 

After eight days his disciples were again in a house and Thomas was with them. Even 

though the doors were locked, Jesus entered and stood among them. He said, “Peace be 

with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here. Look at my hands. Put your 

hand into my side. No more disbelief. Believe!” Thomas responded to Jesus, “My Lord 

and my God!” 

Jesus replied, “Do you believe because you see me? Happy are those who don’t see and 

yet believe.” 

Then Jesus did many other miraculous signs in his disciples’ presence, signs that aren’t 

recorded in this scroll. But these things are written so that you will believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, God’s Son, and that believing, you will have life in his name. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Meditation ……………….… “Living the Resurrection: Unless I See”.………...…….Dan Koger 

 

Morning Prayer – “A Prayer for Doubters”……………………………………….……Kim Miller 

You call us to be people of faith, yet we are often people with doubts. 

We doubt that love can grow again in relationships where anger and bitterness reign 

supreme. 

You know the strength of love and the power of prayer: help us to be faithful lovers. 

We doubt that peace can come in the Middle East, in Syria, in Palestine; where 

hatred and racism reign supreme. 

You know that peace is growing there: help us to be faithful peacemakers. 

We doubt that the hungry can be fed in Africa, where despair and hopelessness reign 

supreme.  

You know that there is enough food in the world; help us to be generous and faithful. 

You specialize in impossibilities; you walked on water, you heal the nations, you 

forgive sins, you set the captive free, you set us free from our captivities. 

This morning we pray for people here who are filled with doubts, who wonder whether 

you exist and whether you are listening to our prayers, who wonder what this whole 

community is about. 

We pray for people who doubt the purpose of life, who wonder whether to end it all, 

who face feelings of meaningless and despair. Even when we have that sinking feeling,   

give us the wisdom to turn to you. 

Lord we want to believe, help our unbelief!  



Give us faith, small as a mustard seed, so that we can be your faithful people, 

believing in your power to save, believing in your power to reign supreme, believing 

that we can share this good news with everyone we meet. We ask all this in Jesus’ 

name, Amen. 

 

*Hymn…………..…..…….………….……………………….…When Our Confidence is Shaken 
 

When our confidence is shaken in beliefs we though secure; 

When the spirit in its sickness seeks by cannot find a cure, 

God is active in the tensions of a faith not yet mature, 

Of a faith not yet mature. 

 

In the discipline of praying, when it’s hardest to believe; 

In the drudgery of caring when it’s not enough to grieve; 

Faith, maturing, learns acceptance of the insights we receive, 

Of the insights we receive. 

 

God is love, and thus redeems us in the Christ we crucify; 

This is God’s eternal answer to the world’s eternal why. 

May we in this faith maturing be content to live and die, 

Be content to live and die! 

 

*Benediction………………………….…………………………….………………….Dan Koger 

Jesus said: “Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I am now sending you.” He 

believes in you. The busy world awaits your compassion. 

God believes in us. 

Sometimes you will give your best yet fail. 

God believes in us 

At other times you will succeed in spite of your stumbling. 

God believes in us 

Go gladly, daring to succeed or fail to the glory of God, and then at the very end, nothing 

shall dismay you. 

God believes in us. With Christ’s own breath within us, we shall travel well. 

The help of the saving Christ, the wisdom of the Living God, and the support of the loving 

Spirit, will be with you every step of the way, now and always. 

Amen! 

 

*Doxology 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow. 

Praise Him, all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Postlude…………………..…… “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” ………………John Zundel 

Joan John,  

 

Opportunity for Giving 


